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Introduction 
Losing a cat is one of the most heartbreaking experiences a pet owner can go through.  

I wrote this book to help owners who are going through that fear and uncertainty. The tips and 
advice inside are the same methods I have used over the years to help locate missing cats and 
kittens. 

Sadly, there is no magic answer when a cat goes missing. Every cat, every home, and every 
situation is different. I wish I could promise you a guaranteed reunion, but no one can honestly 
do that. What I can promise is that these steps have brought real results, and they give you the 
best possible chance of finding your beloved cat. 

I have been studying missing cat behaviour since 2018. Not everyone will agree with every idea 
in this book, but these actions have helped reunite many cats with their families. If this book 
helps even one person hold their cat again, safe and home where they belong, then it will have 
been worth writing. 

You are not alone in this. I truly hope these pages guide you, support you, and give you hope 
when you need it most. 

 

Chapter 1: My Cat Is Missing  

At first, it feels like a small inconvenience. Your cat hasn’t appeared for dinner. You assume 
they’re asleep somewhere unusual, or that they’ll stroll in shortly, as they always do. Minutes 
stretch into hours, and slowly the unease begins to grow. 

So when should you start looking for your cat? 

This depends on your cat’s usual behaviour. Are they a confident roamer who sometimes stays 
out for hours, or even overnight? Or are they a home-loving cat who only pops outside briefly 
before returning? If your cat is normally close to home and rarely gone for long, I would begin 
searching by the evening. 

As a general rule, if your cat has been missing for more than 24 hours, it is time to take clear 
action. The sooner you begin a focused search, the better the chance of finding your cat 
unharmed. 

The Emotional Shock 

It is very common to feel guilt almost immediately. You replay the day over and over in your 
mind, searching for mistakes: 
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Did I leave a door open? 
Did they slip past me without me noticing? 
Why didn’t I check their usual sleeping spot? 

These thoughts are natural. Nearly every owner experiences them. But in these early stages, guilt 
is not helpful. What matters most now is calm, focused action. 

Check Indoors First — Thoroughly 

Before assuming your cat is outside, carry out a detailed and methodical search of your home. 
Cats can squeeze into impossibly small spaces. If frightened, they may hide silently for hours, 
sometimes even days  without responding to you. 

Search slowly and carefully. Start by looking around your home.  

• Inside wardrobes, cupboards, and drawers 
• Behind washing machines, fridges, and appliances 
• Inside boxes, bags, and suitcases 
• Under beds, sofas, and furniture 
• Behind curtains and in small gaps 
• In lofts, basements, and airing cupboards 

Cats are experts at finding new sleeping spots. Many “missing” cats are later found indoors 
sleeping at the back of a wardrobe, tucked inside a cupboard, or hidden under furniture. 

Also check your garden and any attached buildings. Look inside sheds, garages, summer houses, 
and storage boxes. Check carefully behind and underneath everything. 

Call your cat softly while you search, then pause and listen carefully. A frightened cat may not 
meow loudly or may not respond at all. 

Only once you are completely certain your cat is not inside your home or immediate 
surroundings should you begin your outdoor search. 

NOTE – It is important at this stage not to panic, and just go walking the streets shaking a box of 
treats. How many times I seen this, sadly this does not help! At this stage you need to make a 
clear plan. My first question at this stage is “Has anything changed?” Something as small as the 
weather changing can change your cat’s behavior. Spring time weather getting warmer, just like 
us, cats may spend more time outside. Then come strolling in later when they are hungry! 

 

Chapter 2: Understanding Lost Cat Behaviour 

One of the greatest challenges in finding a missing cat is misunderstanding how cats behave 
when they are lost. 
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Many well-meaning people apply “dog logic” to cats — expecting them to roam widely, respond 
to their name, or actively seek help from humans. In reality, cats behave very differently when 
frightened or displaced. 

Understanding this difference can dramatically improve your chances of finding them. 

 

Hiding Is the Default Response 

When cats are scared, their instinct is to hide and remain silent. This behaviour is protective,  not 
disobedient. 

A frightened cat will usually look for the nearest place of safety and stay there. This could be 
under a car, inside dense bushes, beneath decking, inside a shed, or even in a drainpipe. These 
spaces provide camouflage and protection. 

Many cats will remain in the same hiding spot for days, even when hungry. if they feel the 
environment is unsafe. This is especially true for indoor cats or naturally timid cats. 

This explains why owners often spend hours calling their cat’s name with no response, only to 
later discover the cat was hiding very close by the entire time. 

Even familiar voices and smells may not be enough to override a strong fear response. 

.  

 

Freeze or Bolt: The Two Main Reactions 

When suddenly displaced or frightened, most cats respond in one of two ways: 

Freeze 
Out of fear and disorientation, the cat “freezes” and hides in the closest secure space. 

Bolt 
Some cats, particularly very skittish ones, will bolt and run until they find somewhere they 
believe is safe. Once they stop running, they usually hide and stay still. 

In both cases, the cat’s goal is survival resulting in not returning home immediately. 
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Vanishing Without a Trace 

One of the most distressing aspects of a missing cat is how they seem to disappear completely. 

Cats are agile, quiet, and exceptionally skilled at hiding. They can slip into spaces you would 
never imagine and remain completely undetected. This ability often makes it feel as though they 
have vanished without leaving any clues. 

But in many cases, they are much closer than you think. 

 

How Far Do Lost Cats Go? 

There is no fixed rule and will depend on your cat’s personality, experience, and environment. 

However, distance is often overestimated. 

Shy or Indoor Cats 
Indoor cats or timid outdoor cats are far more likely to stay very close to the escape point, often 
within a few houses of home. 

Bold or Adventurous Cats 
More confident cats may travel further, but even they can become disoriented and end up hiding 
in unfamiliar territory. 

Displacement 
Cats can also be chased by dogs, other cats, wildlife, or even well-meaning people trying to catch 
them. This may push them further away than they intended to go. 

Studies and real-life searches consistently show that most missing cats are found surprisingly 
close to where they escaped, especially indoor cats. 

Even experienced outdoor cats usually follow familiar boundaries such as fences, hedges, walls, 
and gardens. 

Expanding your search too far, too fast is one of the most common mistakes. 

 

 

The Wandering Instinct 

Cats are naturally curious and territorial. They explore, patrol, and investigate scents. 
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Outdoor cats typically have a defined territory that they regularly cover. Sometimes they wander 
slightly beyond their normal range and become confused or unsettled. 

If an outdoor cat becomes lost, they will often find a place that feels safe and remain there rather 
than continuing to roam endlessly. 

Often, they are noticed by someone who realises a new cat is hanging around the area. This is 
where microchipping becomes vital, as a rescue or vet can then identify and contact the owner. 

Some cats even have what owners call a “second home” regularly visiting neighbours for food or 
attention. Understanding your cat’s usual habits can provide important clues. 

 

Mapping Your Cat’s Territory 

Before rushing too far afield, take a moment to think carefully about the type of cat you have: 

• Indoor or outdoor? 
• Bold or shy? 
• Streetwise or cautious? 

1. Start Close to Home 

Begin with the immediate area around your home. Cats feel safest within their known territory, 
which often includes: 

• Your property 
• Neighbouring gardens 
• Sheds and garages 
• Under decking 
• Dense hedges or foliage 

Speak to your neighbours. Ask if they have seen your cat or noticed them visiting before. This 
can provide valuable information about their usual movement patterns. 

2. Estimate Their Normal Range 

Consider how far your cat usually roams. Age, personality, and whether they are neutered can all 
influence territory size. 

Use this knowledge to establish a realistic search radius. 
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3. Check Favourite Spots 

Think about where your cat enjoys spending time: 

• Gardens they frequently visit 
• Sunny resting spots 
• Bird-watching locations 
• Nearby parks or wooded areas 

Pay special attention to these places during your search. 

 

Losing a feline companion is heartbreaking and deeply stressful. But understanding how lost cats 
think and behave can make a huge difference. 

They are not ignoring you. 
They are not choosing to stay away. 

They are following their survival instincts. 

And once you understand those instincts, you can begin searching in a way that works with their 
behaviour ,  not against it. 

NOTE – The first searches should always be on your cat’s territory, understanding where your 
cats visit daily is so important. Most cats have a territory they cover daily and do not usually 
move away from this area 

 

 
 

Chapter 3 : The First 24 Hours: Taking Immediate 
Action 
The first 24 hours after a cat goes missing are critical,  not because your cat will disappear 
forever after that point, but because early action can significantly improve the chances of a safe 
return. 

The Golden Window of Opportunity 

The first day is often called the “golden window” for retrieval. Here’s why: 
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Fear Factor 
Even confident outdoor cats can become disoriented and frightened when something unexpected 
happens. The longer they remain outside in a stressed state, the more likely they are to stay 
hidden rather than return home. This is the time for you to act. 

Dangers 
The outside world carries risks such as  traffic, dogs, harsh weather, and other hazards. The 
sooner you locate your cat, the sooner they are safe. 

Instincts 
Indoor cats who escape will often go into “freeze mode.” Instead of trying to return home, they 
hide silently. Many will not respond to their name, even if you are standing very close. In most 
cases, you will need to physically go out and find them. 

 

Why Isn’t My Cat Coming Home? 
When emotions are high, it is easy to panic. Instead, pause and think logically. 

Take a notebook and write down facts: 

• When was your cat last seen? 
• Where were they last seen? 
• Has anything unusual happened recently? 

Recording information helps you stay focused and track developments. 

Here are the most common reasons cats do not return home. 

NOTE – This section is so important, these steps need to be taken. Track everything you are 
doing, if you feel overwhelmed, then stop for a while. Discuss actions with a family member or 
friend and take a break before starting again. With a calm mind you will think with much more 
logic!   

 

Could Your Cat Be Trapped? 

Cats are naturally curious. They investigate open doors, sheds, garages, vans, and even 
neighbours’ houses. Sometimes they fall asleep inside and then get locked in. 

Common places to check: 

• Sheds, garages, greenhouses 
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• Neighbours’ outbuildings 
• Under decking and patios 
• Behind sheds and in small gaps 
• Wall cavities or under floorboards 
• Bushes and dense shrubs 
• Trees, rooftops, and ledges (some cats climb up and cannot get down) 

If a cat is trapped, it is usually still within its normal territory. Door knock and politely ask 
neighbours to check their sheds, garages, and storage spaces thoroughly. 

 

Could Your Cat Be Injured or Sick? 

An injured cat may be unable to return home. They may hide nearby, lying quietly under bushes, 
cars, or hedges because they are in pain. 

Search carefully: 

• Under vehicles 
• In thick shrubs 
• Along quiet edges of gardens 
• In secluded corners 

If your cat is ill, they may also seek isolation. Acting quickly is important, as they may need 
urgent veterinary care. 

Sadly, in some cases a cat may have been involved in a road accident and crawled somewhere 
nearby. A thorough local search is essential. 

NOTE – If you cat has been injured or hurt, no matter how homely they are, they could hide 
away until they make the decision that they need to get home. A cat I was searching for locally 
had broken his leg. After dark he dragged himself to the owner’s back door. He was hiding until 
he felt safe enough to attempt to get home 

 

Could Your Cat Have Been Chased Away? 

Cats are territorial animals. A confrontation with another cat or a dog may cause them to flee 
beyond their usual boundaries. 

If chased into unfamiliar territory, they may become disoriented and too frightened to move. 
Often they are not far away  but perhaps just a street or two beyond their normal range,  but they 
may not know how to navigate back. 
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In these situations, cats frequently hide for several days before gaining the confidence to move. 

 

Could Someone Think Your Cat Is a Stray? 

Some cats regularly visit other gardens. A neighbour may assume your cat is homeless and begin 
feeding them. 

With good intentions, they may believe they are rescuing a stray. In some cases, they may even 
have the cat microchipped in their own name if your cat is not already chipped. 

This is why microchipping is so important. 

 

Could Your Cat Have Been Stolen? 

Sadly, theft does happen. 

Pedigree and desirable breeds are particularly at risk. Some people become attached to a visiting 
cat and decide to keep it. Others may steal a cat to sell on. 

Pedigree cats should ideally be kept as indoor cats or provided with secure outdoor spaces such 
as catios. Always ensure they are microchipped. 

Unfortunately, stolen cats are sometimes moved to another part of the country. 

 

Could Your Cat Have Been Transported? 

Cats sometimes climb into delivery vans, work vehicles, or visiting cars unnoticed. 

Ask neighbours: 

• Did they receive any deliveries the day your cat went missing? 
• Did any work vehicles visit? 
• Did anyone travel out of the area that day? 

If necessary, contact delivery companies to ask which other areas were visited. You may need to 
extend your social media posts or leaflet drops to those locations. 

NOTE – There is a section further on for advise on missing cats in vans 
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Could Someone Have Removed Your Cat? 

In rare cases, someone who dislikes cats may remove one from the area. Reasons may include 
complaints about toileting or hunting wildlife. 

While this is uncommon, it is not impossible. 

 

Wildlife and Other Animals 

Many people fear foxes. In reality, foxes rarely attack healthy adult cats. Most confrontations 
end with the fox retreating. 

Dogs pose a greater risk, particularly if not under control. If your cat has been attacked by a dog, 
urgent veterinary care is essential. 

Young, elderly, or vulnerable cats should ideally be kept indoors at night. 

 

When You Begin Searching 
Begin exactly where your cat was last spotted. 

Search slowly and methodically: 

• Your garden 
• Immediate neighbouring gardens 
• Regular visiting spots 
• Sheds and garages in the local area 

Use a torch — even in daylight. A cat’s eyes can reflect light from deep shadows under cars, 
bushes, and decking. 

Think carefully about your cat’s normal territory. Where did they usually go? Which gardens did 
they visit? These familiar areas should be your first focus. 

 

Search at the Right Times 

Early morning and late evening are often the most effective times to search because: 

• Traffic noise is reduced 
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• Fewer people are around 
• Cats feel safer moving in quieter conditions 

Speak softly rather than shouting. A calm, familiar voice is far less threatening to a frightened 
cat. 

 

Do Not Chase 

If you spot your cat, resist the urge to run towards them. 

Chasing may cause them to bolt again. 

Instead: 

• Crouch or sit down 
• Speak gently 
• Avoid direct eye contact 
• Allow them time to approach 

A frightened cat needs to feel safe,  not pursued. 

 

 

Chapter 4: Searching Close to Home 

Searching close to home is not a sign of limited effort. It is a strategic decision based on feline 
behaviour. 

Most missing cats , especially indoor or timid cats,  are found very close to where they escaped. 
Expanding your search too far too quickly can waste valuable time. 

Think Like a Cat 

To find a frightened cat, you must think like one. 

If necessary, get down to ground level. Change your viewpoint. Look from their perspective. 

Check for: 

• Gaps under fences 
• Dense bushes and hedges 
• Spaces beneath decking 
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• Under parked vehicles that rarely move 
• Behind sheds and outbuildings 
• Small dark corners and tight spaces 

Cats favour enclosed spaces where they feel hidden but can still observe their surroundings 
without being seen. 

Move slowly. Search methodically. Pause often and listen. 

 

Leave Entry Points Open 
If your cat escaped through a door or window, leave it open if it is safe to do so. 

Cats often attempt to return the way they left. The familiar scent of home can help guide them 
back. 

Practical Steps: 

1. Leave a Familiar Exit Open 
If your cat regularly used a specific door or window, keep it accessible. 

2. Create a Welcoming Space 
Place familiar bedding near the entrance. You can also leave an item of your worn clothing 
outside ,  your scent is powerful reassurance. 

3. Minimise Disturbances 
Keep other pets indoors and reduce loud activity near the entrance. A frightened cat will only 
approach if it feels safe. 

4. Stay Observant 
Check the area frequently and quietly. Some cats return in the early hours when everything is 
still. 

5. Be Patient 
Even if your cat is nearby, they may wait until it feels completely safe before attempting to come 
inside. 

NOTE – Do not change or move things around on your property, leave things exactly how they 
normally are. Any change to scare your cat and prevent them coming back onto your property.  
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Search at Quiet Times 
The best times to search are: 

• Early morning (before most people are awake) 
• Late evening or at night (when traffic is minimal and streets are quiet) 

Cats feel safer moving under the cover of quiet and darkness. 

How to Search Effectively: 

• Use a calm, gentle voice when calling. Avoid shouting. 
• Bring a torch, even in daylight to check deep shadows. 
• Pause regularly and listen carefully. 
• Avoid busy, noisy areas if possible. 
• Take treats or make familiar sounds (such as shaking a treat bag) if your cat responds to 

them. 

Late at night can be particularly effective. Cats have excellent hearing and may recognise your 
voice from a distance. After calling, stand still and listen. You may hear a faint meow from a 
shed or garage, this is very common. 

 

Repeat Your Searches 
Do not assume your cat is not there just because you did not see them the first time. 

Cats may remain completely still and silent while you search. Revisit the same areas multiple 
times a day, especially during quiet hours. 

Persistence matters more than speed. 

Many successful recoveries happen after repeated, calm searches of the same small area. 

 

Set Up a Safe Area in Your Garden 
Create a calm, familiar space outside your home. 

You can: 
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• Leave bedding with your scent outside (protected from rain) 
• Provide shelter such as a box or covered area 
• Sit quietly outside in the evening 

Sometimes simply being present in a calm, predictable way encourages a frightened cat to 
approach. 

 

Night Searches 
Night searches can be incredibly effective. Use a torch to scan under cars, bushes, and decking. 
Look for eye reflection. 

Move slowly. Stop frequently. Listen. 

A frightened cat is more likely to move or respond when the world is quiet. 

 

 

Chapter 5: Door Knocking and Neighbour Support 

When a cat goes missing, owners are often overwhelmed with fear, worry, and uncertainty. In 
this emotional state, many people focus on printing posters, sharing social media posts, and 
distributing leaflets throughout the neighbourhood. While these actions are important, there is 
one highly effective method that is frequently overlooked due to discomfort or hesitation: door 
knocking. Although it may feel intimidating, speaking directly to neighbours is one of the most 
powerful tools available when searching for a missing cat. 

Cats are naturally curious and often explore sheds, garages, greenhouses, and empty properties. 
Unfortunately, this behaviour can sometimes lead to them becoming accidentally trapped. A 
neighbour may close a garage door without realising a cat slipped inside, or secure a shed 
unaware that a frightened animal is hiding quietly in the corner. This situation is especially 
common in homes where residents do not own pets themselves, as they may not think to check 
enclosed spaces thoroughly. Without direct communication, these neighbours may never realise 
a missing cat could be inside their property. 

Many owners rely solely on leaflets to spread awareness. However, daily life is busy and 
demanding. A leaflet might be picked up with good intentions but quickly set aside and forgotten 
amid household responsibilities, work, childcare, or other distractions. Unlike printed paper, a 
personal conversation creates an immediate and lasting impression. When you knock on a door 
and explain that your cat is missing, you create awareness in a way that cannot be ignored. More 
importantly, you create a human connection. 
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Face-to-face interaction builds empathy. When neighbours see your concern and hear the 
emotion in your voice, they begin to understand the depth of your distress. Your cat is no longer 
just a photograph on a page; it is a beloved family member who is lost. This emotional 
connection motivates people to act. After speaking with you directly, neighbours are far more 
likely to check their gardens carefully, inspect sheds and garages thoroughly, and remain alert for 
any sightings. 

It is also important to recognise that people sometimes “look” without truly seeing. Cats that are 
frightened often hide silently and avoid unfamiliar people. They may remain tucked away in 
small, dark spaces even when someone enters the area. By politely asking if you may check 
enclosed spaces yourself—if the neighbour feels comfortable allowing this—you increase the 
chances of finding a hidden cat that might otherwise be overlooked. 

Beyond the practical benefits, door knocking fosters a sense of community. Conversations often 
lead to shared stories of lost pets or past experiences. What begins as an uncomfortable knock 
can transform into a supportive exchange. Strangers become allies, and neighbours become 
active participants in the search effort. Providing a leaflet with a clear photograph, your contact 
details, and information about how long your cat has been missing ensures that concerned 
individuals can quickly reach you if they see anything. 

Understandably, many people fear bothering others or facing rejection. However, in most cases, 
neighbours respond with kindness and a genuine willingness to help. The worst outcome is 
simply being told that they have not seen your cat, which is still valuable information. The best 
outcome is gaining additional eyes and ears within your community, significantly increasing the 
likelihood of a reunion. 

In distressing situations such as a missing pet, stepping outside one’s comfort zone can feel 
daunting. Yet door knocking is more than a practical strategy; it is a means of building emotional 
connections and mobilising community support. By initiating personal conversations and 
allowing others to share in your concern, you strengthen the search effort in ways that posters 
alone cannot achieve. 

Ultimately, the power of door knocking lies in its ability to transform awareness into action. 
When neighbours understand your worry and feel personally connected to your situation, they 
are far more likely to help. In the search for a missing cat, this collective vigilance and 
compassion can make all the difference in bringing a beloved companion safely home. 

NOTE – This chapter I believe is the most important, please read through it twice . I can not 
express how important it is to actually have conversations with each of your neighbours. I 
normally take a notebook with me and write down any information the neighbours have given 
me. Also take notes of houses where the owner has not been spoken to so you can go back 
later to chat with them. 
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Chapter 6: Finding House cats  
How to Find a Lost House Cat: A Step-by-Step Guide 

Losing a house cat can be a deeply stressful experience. Unlike outdoor or street-wise cats, house 
cats are unfamiliar with the outside world and often react to being outside with intense fear. This 
means that their behaviour when missing can be very different from that of a cat that is used to 
roaming. Understanding how a house cat thinks and acts is crucial to locating them successfully. 

Understanding Your House Cat 

When a house cat accidentally escapes, the first instinct is usually to hide. House cats are 
remarkably adept at finding secure hiding spaces. Once hidden, they often freeze in fear and will 
not respond to calling, even if you are standing nearby. This behaviour can persist for hours, or 
even days, making it essential to search thoroughly and systematically. 

Act Quickly 

Time is critical when a house cat goes missing. The sooner you begin your search, the better the 
chances of locating them. Start at home, checking the garden, any outbuildings, and even under 
cars. Search carefully under bushes, shrubs, and behind sheds. House cats are small, still, and can 
squeeze into tiny spaces, so no area should be overlooked. 

Work With Your Neighbours 

Expanding the search to nearby houses is essential. Approach your neighbours politely and ask if 
you may search their gardens or outbuildings. It is important that the search is thorough, as a 
brief glance may not reveal a hidden cat. Most house cats are found within five houses of their 
home, so canvassing your street and speaking to local residents can make a significant 
difference. Clearly communicate how important it is to locate your cat and provide a description 
or a leaflet with your contact information. 

Persistent Searching 

House cats may remain frozen in hiding for days before moving. Using tools such as a torch at 
night can help you spot a reflection in their eyes, which may reveal their location. Continue to 
check under cars, behind sheds, and in small gaps. Even if a space has been checked before, it is 
worth revisiting, as cats often move slightly and find new hiding spots. 

Additional Steps and Safety Measures 

Posters in the local area can alert residents to keep an eye out for your cat. Social media can also 
be effective in spreading awareness. At home, leaving a door or window slightly open during the 
night may encourage your cat to return under cover of darkness. 
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It is also essential to ensure that your house cat is microchipped and neutered. Microchipping 
increases the chances of being reunited if someone else finds your cat, while neutering prevents 
your cat from wandering long distances in search of a mate. 

Patience and Care 

Finding a house cat requires patience. Search at quieter times, such as dawn or dusk, and call 
gently. If you locate your cat, approach calmly to avoid scaring them away. Once retrieved, 
allow your cat to readjust in a quiet area of your home. 

 

Searching for a missing house cat can be challenging, but a systematic and patient approach 
dramatically improves the chances of success. Start at home, expand your search to the 
neighbourhood, involve your neighbours, and use visual tools such as posters and torches. Act 
quickly, remain calm, and be thorough. By combining careful searching, community 
cooperation, and patience, you can maximize the likelihood of safely bringing your beloved 
house cat home. 

Keep Records 

Write down where you have searched, spoken to neighbours, or placed posters. Fatigue and 
stress can make it difficult to remember details, and written notes help maintain clarity and 
consistency. This will also help if you are working in a team with family members or friends.  

 

NOTE – House cats are amazing at hiding, when searching make sure your are looking 
EVERYWHERE..behind, inside and under everything. Move items to check, they can squeeze 
into the smallest of gaps  

 

Chapter 7: Posters, Flyers, and Visibility 
Using Posters to Find a Missing Cat 

When a cat goes missing, posters remain one of the most effective ways to alert local residents 
who may not be actively searching online. A well-designed poster can capture attention, convey 
essential information quickly, and increase the chances of your cat being found. 

Designing an Effective Poster 

The key to a successful lost cat poster is simplicity and clarity. A poster should be easy to read 
from a distance and include all essential information without unnecessary clutter. The most 
important elements include: 
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• A clear, recent photo of your cat: A close-up image of your cat’s face helps people 
identify them immediately. 

• Your cat’s name and distinguishing features: These details make it easier for someone 
to recognize your cat if seen. Avoid mentioning if your cat is a pedigree, as this could 
attract opportunists. 

• Contact information: Provide a reliable phone number or email so anyone with 
information can reach you quickly. 

• Date and location last seen: This allows readers to understand when and where your cat 
went missing. 

Other important design considerations include using large, legible fonts, bright colours to make 
the poster stand out, and keeping the text concise. Offering a reward can also motivate people to 
search actively for your cat. 

Strategic Placement of Posters 

Once your poster is designed, placement is crucial. Posters should be displayed where people 
naturally pause or move slowly, such as shop windows, community noticeboards, bus stops, and 
lampposts. It is important to replace damaged or weathered posters regularly to keep your cat in 
the public eye. Posters should remain visible for at least two weeks, though in some cases, cats 
may take much longer to be found. 

Creating Posters Made Easy 

Designing a poster can feel stressful, especially for those who are not confident with technology. 
Fortunately, online tools like Canva (www.canva.com) make it quick and simple. 

1. Sign up for a free account on Canva. 
2. Use the search bar to look for “lost pet poster.” 
3. Choose a free template that is easy to read and visually appealing. Templates with a 

crown or pound sign require payment, so select one marked as free. 
4. Customize the template with your cat’s photo, description, location, and contact details. 
5. Save and download the poster to your computer. 

 

http://www.canva.com/
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Once downloaded, you can print the poster at home or through a printing company. Services like 
Helloprint (www.helloprint.co.uk) offer quick and affordable printing options for high-quality 
posters and leaflets. 

Community and Support 

The Cat Company has long supported pet owners in distress, and partners like Doxdirect.com 
have played a vital role by providing free printing services for missing cat posters in the UK. 
These initiatives ensure that financial constraints do not prevent owners from spreading 
awareness of a lost pet. 

Conclusion 

Posters remain a powerful, practical tool in the search for a missing cat. A clear, well-placed 
poster captures attention, provides essential information, and encourages local residents to 
remain vigilant. By combining thoughtful design, strategic placement, and consistent visibility, 
posters can make a significant difference in reuniting owners with their beloved feline 
companions. 

NOTE – If you can not afford to get leaflets printed out, ask friends and neighbours or even 
work if you can get help with printing leaflets. If you can only get black and white leaflets 
printed , then that’s fine , something is always better than nothing!  

 

Chapter 8: Social Media and Online Searches 
 

Importance of Using Social Media to Find Your Missing Cat 

Using social media can greatly increase the reach of your search if done thoughtfully. Here’s 
how to make it effective: 

• Be Consistent: Posting once is rarely enough. Regular updates keep your cat visible in 
feeds and local community groups. 

• Include Key Information: Every post should have: 
o A clear, recent photo of your cat 
o The date and location last seen 
o Concise contact details 

• Encourage Sharing: The more often you post, the more likely friends, neighbours, and 
local community members will remember your cat and share your posts, reaching a wider 
audience. 

• Respond Promptly: Even vague sightings are valuable. Respond politely and quickly to 
encourage continued reporting and engagement. 

http://www.helloprint.co.uk/
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• Build a Support Network: By using social media strategically and persistently, you 
create a connected community of people looking out for your cat, increasing the chances 
of a safe reunion. 

NOTE – Share daily on social media, Facebook and Next Door app are the best, make sure you 
keep checking for updates. Even if you cat has been missing weeks, still keep sharing.  

 

Chapter 9: Vets, Shelters, and Microchips 
. 

 

Keeping Your Cat Safe and Using Microchips Effectively 

When a cat goes missing, it is important not to assume that someone will automatically contact 
you if your cat is found. Taking proactive steps to notify local authorities, vets, and charities can 
dramatically improve the chances of recovery. 

Contact Local Vets and Charities 

• Notify all veterinary clinics, animal rescues, and charities within a 10-mile radius of your 
home. Cats are often found far from where they went missing. 

• Provide a clear photo of your cat and follow up regularly, as cats may arrive days or even 
weeks after being found. 

The Importance of Microchipping 

Microchipping is one of the most effective ways to ensure your cat can be identified if lost. A 
microchip is a small electronic device inserted under your cat’s skin that stores your contact 
information. If your cat is found, a vet or animal shelter can scan the chip and contact you 
directly. 

Benefits of microchipping include: 

• Increased chances of reunion: Microchipped pets are 2.5 times more likely to be 
reunited with their owners. 

• Permanent identification: Unlike collars and tags, microchips cannot be lost or 
removed. 

• Quick and painless: Most cats barely notice the microchip being inserted. 
• Affordable: Microchipping is inexpensive compared to the potential cost of a lost or 

stolen cat. 

Tips for effective microchipping: 

• Register your cat’s microchip with a national database. 
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• Keep your contact information up to date, especially if you move or change your phone 
number. 

• Keep a collar and tag on your cat as an additional form of identification. 

Protecting Pedigree and Outdoor Cats 

Sadly, cat theft is increasingly common, particularly for pedigree breeds such as Bengals, British 
Shorthairs, and Maine Coons. Pedigree cats are often targeted for quick financial gain, breeding, 
or ransom situations. Young cats and kittens are especially vulnerable. 

Safety tips for pedigree cats: 

• Consider keeping pedigree cats as indoor-only pets. 
• Ensure all cats are neutered before allowing them outside, reducing the likelihood they 

wander far. 
• Use a tracker collar for outdoor cats to monitor their movements. 
• Only buy cats from reputable breeders with both parents on site and proper registration 

papers. 

Legal Considerations 

Cats are considered property under the law, so cat theft is illegal. If you believe your cat has been 
stolen, contact the police. While follow-up can sometimes be slow, it is important to be 
persistent. 

If you suspect a stolen cat: 

• Contact the microchip company to check the cat’s registration. 
• Report to the RSPCA or a local rescue centre for advice. 
• If a pedigree cat is being offered without papers or at a suspiciously low price, report this 

to the police. 

Summary 

To keep your cat safe and maximize the chances of recovery: 

• Microchip your cat and keep registration details current. 
• Use tracker collars for outdoor cats. 
• Notify vets, charities, and local rescues immediately if your cat goes missing. 
• Keep pedigree cats indoors or under close supervision. 
• Be vigilant about suspicious sales and report suspected theft. 

By taking these precautions and acting quickly if your cat is missing, you can protect your cat 
from theft and increase the likelihood of a safe reunion. 
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NOTE – As soon as your cat goes missing, ring the microchip company and report your cat as 
missing.  

 

 

Chapter 10: Scent, Food, and Familiar Ground 
Using Scent and Familiar Items to Help Find a Missing Cat 

Cats rely heavily on their sense of smell to navigate the world, making scent an important tool in 
helping a lost cat find its way home. While there are many myths about using items like 
litterboxes or food to attract a missing cat, understanding how cats actually perceive their 
environment can make your search more effective. 

Using Familiar Smells 

Placing familiar-smelling items near your home can help your cat orient themselves. Useful 
items include: 

• Worn clothing with your scent 
• Bedding or blankets that your cat uses regularly 

These items can act as a comforting signal, helping your cat feel oriented and safe when 
returning home. However, it is important not to place these items far from home, as this can 
confuse the cat and make it harder for them to find their way back. 

The Litterbox Myth 

A common belief is that placing a litterbox outside will magically guide a lost cat home. While 
cats have an excellent sense of smell, it is unlikely that a litterbox acts as a beacon over long 
distances. Some owners report success, but this may be coincidental. Cats may return for other 
reasons, such as reduced fear, following territorial instincts, or escaping a trapped location. 

Using a litterbox as a “passive” method may seem appealing because it does not require active 
searching, but it is not a replacement for more proactive approaches. Active searching methods 
such as canvassing neighbours’ gardens, checking outbuildings, and using humane traps or 
digital wildlife cameras are far more effective in locating a missing cat safely. 

Food Placement 

Offering food can encourage a hiding cat to emerge, but it should be done carefully: 

• Provide food at set times rather than leaving it out constantly, which could attract other 
animals. 
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• Monitor the area to see if your cat visits. 

Additional Tips for Finding Your Cat 

• Leave access to your home at night: Cats often return under the cover of darkness. If 
you don’t have a cat flap, leaving a window or door slightly open can help them get back 
inside safely. 

• Use familiar blankets: Cats can smell home from a distance. A blanket placed near an 
open window can guide them without attracting other animals. 

• Check empty properties: Cats sometimes get trapped inside unoccupied houses or 
garages. 

• Check trees and high places: Cats may climb trees and become too scared to come 
down on their own. 

What Not to Do 

• Avoid leaving litter or food outside constantly, as this can attract other cats or wildlife, 
which may scare your cat away. 

• Do not spread scent items far from your home, as this can confuse your cat. 

 

By combining familiar scents, careful food placement, and active searching techniques, you can 
create an environment that encourages your cat to return safely. While myths about litterboxes 
and passive methods persist, understanding how cats navigate and feel secure can significantly 
improve the chances of a reunion. 

 

 

Chapter 11: Scams, False Sightings, and Safety 
Protecting Yourself from Missing Cat Scammers 

Unfortunately, missing pet cases can attract dishonest individuals who prey on the emotions of 
desperate pet owners. Scammers are becoming increasingly sophisticated and can appear very 
convincing, often using photos or details that make them seem legitimate. It is important to stay 
vigilant and protect yourself during a stressful time. 

Common Warning Signs 

Be cautious if someone: 

• Demands money upfront 
• Refuses to provide verifiable details 
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• Pressures you to act immediately 

Trust your instincts and never compromise your personal safety or finances. 

How to Protect Yourself 

• Be wary of unsolicited contact: Scammers often reach out via email, phone, or social 
media claiming to have found your cat. Even if they have a photo of a similar-looking 
cat, this does not guarantee it is yours. 

• Never send money upfront: Legitimate organisations or shelters will not demand 
payment before returning your cat. Any request for upfront fees is a red flag. 

• Ask for verification: Request the name and address of the shelter, organisation, or 
facility holding your cat. Legitimate contacts will provide verifiable information. 

• Do your research: Check online reviews, consult your local animal shelter, or contact 
authorities if you are unsure about the legitimacy of the person or organisation. 

Common Missing Cat Scams 

• The “Found” Cat Scam: Scammers claim to have found your cat and may even show a 
photo. They then ask for money to “return” the cat. 

• The “Relocation” Scam: Scammers pretend to work for a pet relocation service, 
claiming your cat is being held at their facility and requesting fees to deliver your cat to 
you. 

• The “Vet Bill” Scam: Scammers pose as veterinary clinics, claiming your cat has been 
treated and demanding immediate payment for veterinary costs. 

What to Do if Targeted 

If you believe you have encountered a missing cat scam, report it to local authorities 
immediately. Acting quickly helps protect other pet owners and prevents further scams. 

NOTE – No rescue or vets will ask for money even if your cat has been treated for injury or 
illness. NEVER pay anyone by phone, email or direct payment. Only pay vets when collecting 
your cat.  

 

 

Chapter 12: Why Some Cats Take Time to Be Found 
 

Understanding Why Cats Go Missing 

Many cats are found weeks or even months after going missing. There are several reasons why 
this can happen: 
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• Extended hiding due to fear 
• Injury or illness 
• Being taken in by someone unaware the cat is missing 
• Being transported out of the area 
• Travelling or chased out of their area 

Sometimes cats are found weeks or months later, even they are still in the area. Maybe no 
one has noticed a new cat hanging around the area. Cats are pretty good at staying 
unseen. Some end up in a very unlikely location, and spend ages trying to find a safe 
location before being spotted.  

 

 

Mapping Your Cat’s Territory 

Knowing your cat’s habits and territory is crucial in narrowing down potential search areas. 

1. Identify usual haunts 
o Start with the area immediately surrounding your home. 
o Cats often feel most comfortable within their “home range,” which includes your 

property, neighbouring gardens, sheds, garages, or dense foliage. 
o Ask neighbours if they have seen your cat or noticed regular visits to their 

properties. 
2. Determine how far your cat roams 

o Indoor or less adventurous cats tend to stay close to home. 
o Outdoor or curious cats may explore further depending on personality, age, and 

gender. 
o Use this information to establish a practical search radius. 

3. Consider favourite spots 
o Cats often return to places they enjoy, such as parks, gardens, wooded areas, or 

sunbathing spots. 
o Include these areas in your search plan. 

NOTE – Do keep looking in these areas. I have found cats missing for weeks only to turn up in 
the next street. Sometimes they have crossed a road and just can not find the way back home.  

 

Special Circumstances 

Certain conditions or life stages can influence a cat’s behaviour and increase the likelihood of 
them going missing. 

• Female cats in heat: 
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o Females may leave home to find a mate, sometimes travelling long distances and 
becoming lost. 

o Spaying around four months old can prevent this. 
o Keep a female in heat indoors to avoid pregnancy or disappearance. 

• Unneutered male cats: 
o Sexually mature males (6–12 months) often roam up to five miles seeking a mate. 
o Neutering reduces the risk of your male cat going missing. 
o Entire males are also more at risk of accidents while roaming. 

• Pregnancy: 
o Pregnant cats may seek quiet, private spaces outside the home to give birth. 

• Illness or old age: 
o Sick or elderly cats may hide in quiet, undisturbed places. 
o Monitor your cat’s behaviour and look for signs of distress or illness. 

 

Environmental and Social Factors 

• Territory intrusion: 
o New or aggressive cats moving into the area can cause your cat to be chased 

away. 
o Cats may avoid returning to a territory they feel is unsafe. 

• Changes at home: 
o New household members, pets, or constantly moving furniture can stress cats. 
o Cats thrive on routine and may leave if their environment becomes unsettling. 

• Scared away: 
o Loud noises from neighbours, construction, or aggressive dogs can frighten cats 

into leaving. 
• Neglect or loneliness: 

o Cats left alone for long periods without food, water, or companionship may seek 
attention elsewhere. 

o Basic care—food, water, and a safe space—is essential for keeping cats at home. 

 

Key Takeaways 

• Time alone does not determine the outcome of a search. Persistence is critical. 
• Understanding your cat’s behaviour, territory, and environmental factors will help you 

focus your search. 
• Consider special circumstances such as reproductive status, illness, or changes in the 

home that could influence your cat’s movements. 
• Engage neighbours, map likely hiding spots, and check familiar areas thoroughly. 

By combining knowledge of your cat’s habits with careful, persistent searching, you greatly 
increase the chances of a safe reunion. 
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Chapter 13: Coping While Your Cat Is Missing 
 

Coping with a Missing Cat 

Losing a cat, even temporarily, can be deeply distressing. Cats are beloved members of our 
families, and their absence can leave a significant emotional gap. It is important to acknowledge 
your feelings while taking practical steps to find your cat. 

 

Allow Yourself to Grieve 

• Recognise and accept your emotions, including sadness, frustration, or guilt. 
• Do not bottle up your feelings or pretend everything is fine. Allowing yourself to grieve 

is a healthy part of coping. 

 

Take Practical Action 

• Putting up posters, contacting local vets, shelters, and charities, and searching your 
neighbourhood are all proactive steps that can increase the chances of finding your cat. 

• Taking action can also help you feel a sense of control during an uncertain time. 

 

Be Patient 

• Finding a missing cat can take time, sometimes days or even weeks. 
• Do not give up hope—persistence is key. 

 

Additional Tips for Coping 

• Talk to someone you trust: Friends, family members, or therapists can help you process 
emotions and provide support. 

• Take care of yourself: Eat well, get enough sleep, and exercise. Avoid alcohol or drugs, 
which can make coping more difficult. 

• Join a support group: Online or in-person groups for pet owners experiencing loss can 
provide understanding, advice, and comfort. 
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• Use social media support groups: Platforms like Facebook have communities of people 
going through similar experiences who can offer guidance and empathy. 

 

Acknowledge the Emotional Impact 

• Searching for a missing cat is emotionally draining. Feelings of guilt, anxiety, and grief 
are common and completely valid. 

• Accept help from friends, family, or professionals when needed. 

 

Care for Yourself 

• Eat regularly and rest whenever possible. 
• Looking after your own well-being allows you to remain focused and effective in your 

search. 
• If your grief becomes overwhelming, consider contacting a mental health professional 

who can offer guidance and support. 

 

By balancing emotional care with practical action, you can navigate the stress of a missing cat 
while staying proactive in your search. Remember, you are not alone, and support is available. 

 

 

Chapter 14: Equipment you can use to help you find your missing 
cat  

 

Essential Equipment for Finding a Missing Cat 

Losing a beloved cat can be one of the most stressful experiences for any pet owner. When a cat 
goes missing, finding them often feels like searching for a needle in a haystack. However, using 
the right equipment and strategies can greatly improve your chances of a safe reunion. 

 

1. Torch 

• A reliable torch is indispensable, especially for night-time searches or dimly lit areas. 
• Look for a durable, waterproof flashlight with a long battery life. 
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• Shine the torch under bushes, cars, or in dark corners. The reflection of your cat’s eyes 
can help you locate them. 

 

2. Wildlife Cameras 

• Motion-activated cameras can capture images or videos of your cat in areas they frequent. 
• Use infrared technology for night-time surveillance, as cats are often more active after 

dark. 
• Place cameras near hiding spots, garden entrances, or areas your cat was last seen. 

 

3. Humane Trap 

• A humane trap is ideal for capturing a cat that is too scared or cautious to approach 
humans. 

• Use a cage with a triggering mechanism that safely closes the door once the cat enters. 
• Place enticing bait, such as tuna or catnip, inside the trap. 
• Always check traps regularly to ensure the cat is safe and unharmed. 

 

 

4. Night Vision Camera 

• Night vision cameras allow you to monitor your cat’s movements in low-light or dark 
conditions. 

• Can be mounted on a tripod or placed discreetly in strategic locations. 
• Ideal for nocturnal surveillance when cats are most active. 

 

5. Listening Device 

• Listening devices can help detect faint meows or subtle movements. 
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• Advanced devices amplify sounds and help pinpoint the cat’s location. 
• Pair with high-quality headphones for optimal clarity during searches. 

 

6. Thermal Heat Device Camera 

• Thermal cameras detect heat signatures emitted by living beings, making them excellent 
for locating cats in dense foliage or hidden areas. 

• Can detect cats even in complete darkness by identifying their body heat. 
• Useful for scanning large areas quickly and identifying potential hiding spots. 

 

Tips for Using Equipment Effectively 

• Place traps or cameras in safe, secure locations where your cat is likely to pass. 
• Monitor all devices regularly to ensure safety and collect information promptly. 
• Combine multiple tools for the best results, such as using a thermal camera to spot 

movement and a humane trap to safely capture your cat. 
• Seek assistance from local animal shelters or community groups if needed—they may 

have equipment or expertise to help. 

 

By equipping yourself with essential tools like torches, wildlife cameras, humane traps, night 
vision cameras, listening devices, and thermal heat cameras, you can significantly improve your 
chances of finding a missing cat. Persistence, patience, and a calm approach, combined with the 
right equipment, offer hope and reassurance to cat owners during this challenging time. 

 

Chapter 15: If Your Cat Has Not Yet Been Found 
Never Give Up Hope 

Hope does not have an expiration date. Many cats return long after searches seem to have 
quieted down. Continue to refresh posters, check shelters, and share updates on social media. 
Persistence is key. 

 

Missing Cat Checklist 

Creating a checklist can help you stay organised, track your actions, and gather important 
information about your missing cat. 
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1. Notes About the Last Sighting 

• Record when and where you last saw your cat. 
• Note what was happening at the time, was anything unusual occurring? 
• Consider whether your cat may have been injured, ill, or frightened. 

2. Neighbour Information 

• Speak to all neighbours and note when they last saw your cat. 
• Ask if you can search their gardens, sheds, or garages. 
• Record which houses were empty so you can revisit later. 

3. Search Areas 

• Keep track of areas you have already searched. 
• If family or friends are helping, assign sections and note who has searched where. 

4. Posters and Leaflets 

• Record the roads and areas where you’ve put up posters or distributed leaflets. 
• Refresh old or damaged posters regularly. 
• Remove posters if your cat is found. 

5. Social Media 

• List all groups where you’ve posted about your cat, including Facebook and Nextdoor. 
• Continue posting updates regularly to keep your cat visible. 

6. Using Familiar Smells 

• Place items that smell like home in your garden, such as a blanket. 
• Leave doors or windows slightly open at night to allow your cat to return safely. 

7. Local Support 

• List local vets, rescue centres, and organisations and send them your cat’s details and a 
clear photo. 

• Identify people who could spot your cat, such as postal workers, delivery drivers, 
cleaners, or gardeners. 

• Speak to local rescue organisations—they may lend humane traps or cameras. 

8. Record Sightings 

• Note all potential sightings, no matter the distance. 
• Check every report, as cats can travel in vehicles or be relocated accidentally. 
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9. Microchip 

• Contact your microchip company and register your cat as missing. 
• Keep your cat’s microchip number handy for quick verification. 

10. Search Parties 

• Organise friends or family to help with searches. 
• Assign areas and track progress carefully. 

11. Broader Publicity 

• List your cat on missing pet websites. 
• Contact local media, newspapers, and radio stations. 
• Share posters with local pet businesses, schools, and community groups. 
• Spread the word widely on social media and create a dedicated Facebook page. 

CHECKLIST TO WORK FROM  

1. I have created a basic check list to help you find your missing cat. This will give a place to 

collect notes and information about your missing cat. Also it will help you keep track of 

the actions you have taken and where else you need to act. 

 

2. Start with notes about the last time you see your cat, where it was and what was 

happening. Has anything unusual happened that day/time? Is there anything you can 

think of that was different that day, could you cat have been poorly or injured? 

3. When starting your search, do speak to all your neighbours and take notes of when they 

last see your cat, and note any information they may tell you. Make notes if you have 

searched their property or gardens.  

4. Make notes of the houses that you visit that no one is home, then you can revisit again 

later to check in with these neighbours, asking them when they last see your cat. Ask 

them if you can search their gardens, sheds and garages.  

5. Keep a note of the areas that you have searched, if your family are covering different 

areas make sure each area is noted down. Then you can work different areas in a hope 

you find your missing cat quicker.  

6. Note down roads/areas that you have leafleted, so if you need to widen your search 

later on you will know where has been leafleted.  
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7. List roads/areas that you have put up posters, again if you need to widen your search 

you will know where you can put up more posters. If you have found your cat you will 

know where to go to remove old posters.  

8. Make a note of where you have advertised your missing cat on social media. Find more 

groups to search your missing cats information. Find local groups on Facebook and next-

door app.  

9. Put out items that smell of home outside in your garden, you don't need to put out lots 

of items just maybe a blanket. Try to leave doors and windows open at home, as cats 

can smell home from a good distance. Leaving the door or window open early morning, 

evening or overnight if possible, gives them the opportunity to get back into the home 

in the cover of darkness.  

10. List the vets in your local area, send them a clear photo of your cat with the details of 

when your cat went missing, and how to contact you if your cat is handed into them. List 

rescue centres and organisations in your area, send them details of your missing cat. 

Make a list of people in your area that could look out for your missing cat. Postal 

workers, delivery drivers, people passing through your area daily. People using local 

shops or schools could possibly see your cat, so make sure you speak to as any many 

people as possible.  

11. Speak to local rescue organisations that may offer help you be able to loan you humane 

traps or cameras to search for you missing cat.  

12. Make sure you note down and potential sightings of your cat, and make sure you check 

these sightings out. Even if you think the distance is to far, you cat could have got in a 

van or car. Check every sighting. 

13. Make sure you have contacted your microchipping company and registered your cat as 

missing.  

14. Note down your cats microchipping number so you have it at hand if someone believes 

they have found your cat and can check microchipping details.  

15. Arrange a search party with the help of friends and family, make a list of people you 

may help you search. 

16. List your cat on as many lost/missing cat websites as you can, get your cats information 

out there so people can look out. 



 

36 
 

17. If you have covered your local area, search a wider search. What other areas could you 

search?  

 

Note - This checklist acts as a comprehensive guide to help organise your search, gather vital 

information, and take both immediate and long-term measures to protect your cat. Persistence, 

planning, and careful tracking are essential for a successful reunion 
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Hiring Professional Help 

Sometimes even with your best efforts, your cat remains missing. Professionals can assist in: 

• Humane trapping and surveillance 
• Sharing your story with local cat communities 
• Providing emotional support and search guidance 

Note: Pet detectives can be expensive, often around £2,000, and cannot guarantee results. 

 

Additional Steps If Your Cat Is Still Missing 

• Contact animal wardens and local rescue centres. 
• Search a wider area beyond your immediate neighbourhood. 
• Hand out leaflets to local workers, including cleaners, gardeners, and delivery staff. 
• Refresh and expand posters in public areas like schools, allotments, and shops. 

 

Preventing Future Loss 

Once your cat is safely home, take steps to prevent future disappearances: 

1. Collar and Tag: Ensure your cat wears a collar with up-to-date identification, including 
your name and phone number. 

2. Microchip: Have your cat microchipped and ensure the information is current. 
Microchips are a permanent way to identify your cat. 

3. Pet Activity Collar with GPS: Invest in a collar with GPS tracking to monitor your cat’s 
location in real time, increasing the chances of a quick recovery if they go missing again. 

 

What to Do if Your Cat Goes Missing Outside a Vet 
Surgery 
Losing your cat outside a vet surgery can be an incredibly distressing experience. The good news 
is that with a calm, organized approach, your chances of finding them are high. At The Cat 
Company, we’ve compiled practical steps and tips to help reunite you with your feline friend. 

 

https://download-files.wixmp.com/ugd/4fa7db_8c8419f9d0dc41179b6138862517c623.pdf?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJvYmoiOltbeyJwYXRoIjoiL3VnZC80ZmE3ZGJfOGM4NDE5ZjlkMGRjNDExNzliNjEzODg2MjUxN2M2MjMucGRmIn1dXSwiZGlzIjp7ImZpbGVuYW1lIjoiY2hlY2tzaGVldC5wZGYiLCJ0eXBlIjoiYXR0YWNobWVudCJ9LCJhdWQiOlsidXJuOnNlcnZpY2U6ZmlsZS5kb3dubG9hZCJdLCJleHAiOjE3NzA5NDg1NDgsImp0aSI6Ijg1MzVlZTgwLWU2NjYtNDZkOS05ZTQ3LWJjZDUxMDg1NmFiZiIsImlhdCI6MTc3MDkxMjU0OCwiaXNzIjoidXJuOmFwcDplNjY2MzBlNzE0ZjA0OTBhYWVhMWYxNDliM2I2OWUzMiIsInN1YiI6InVybjphcHA6ZTY2NjMwZTcxNGYwNDkwYWFlYTFmMTQ5YjNiNjllMzIifQ.10jiwbSZV8I2rpVlGRnaMxlLHM_jh9vEZkLNY6V6VF8
https://download-files.wixmp.com/ugd/4fa7db_8c8419f9d0dc41179b6138862517c623.pdf?token=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJvYmoiOltbeyJwYXRoIjoiL3VnZC80ZmE3ZGJfOGM4NDE5ZjlkMGRjNDExNzliNjEzODg2MjUxN2M2MjMucGRmIn1dXSwiZGlzIjp7ImZpbGVuYW1lIjoiY2hlY2tzaGVldC5wZGYiLCJ0eXBlIjoiYXR0YWNobWVudCJ9LCJhdWQiOlsidXJuOnNlcnZpY2U6ZmlsZS5kb3dubG9hZCJdLCJleHAiOjE3NzA5NDg1NDgsImp0aSI6Ijg1MzVlZTgwLWU2NjYtNDZkOS05ZTQ3LWJjZDUxMDg1NmFiZiIsImlhdCI6MTc3MDkxMjU0OCwiaXNzIjoidXJuOmFwcDplNjY2MzBlNzE0ZjA0OTBhYWVhMWYxNDliM2I2OWUzMiIsInN1YiI6InVybjphcHA6ZTY2NjMwZTcxNGYwNDkwYWFlYTFmMTQ5YjNiNjllMzIifQ.10jiwbSZV8I2rpVlGRnaMxlLHM_jh9vEZkLNY6V6VF8
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1. Stay Calm and Act Quickly 

• Try to remain calm; panic can cloud your judgment. 
• Contact the vet’s staff immediately and let them know your cat is missing—they may 

provide insights or sightings. 
• Do not chase your cat. Chasing will only frighten them further. 
• Place the carrier on the ground with the door open and call calmly. 
• Note the direction your cat runs; they often hide nearby. 

 

2. Recruit Help 

• Ask friends, family, and neighbours to keep an eye out. 
• Door-knock and speak to locals, sharing the story of how your cat went missing. 
• Search thoroughly in the surrounding area: under bushes, decks, sheds, outbuildings, cars, 

and any small gaps. 
• Remember: a scared cat may not come to you even if close by. 

 

3. Post Flyers and Alerts 

• Create clear, eye-catching posters with: 
o A recent photo of your cat 
o Contact details 
o The vet surgery address 

• Distribute posters around the area: shops, parks, residential streets. 
• Use social media to share your story, daily updates, and request locals to help look out for 

your cat. 
• Hand out leaflets in the immediate area to increase the chance of sightings. 

 

4. Lure with Familiar Scents 

• Place items with familiar scents near the surgery, such as: 
o Favourite blanket or bedding 
o Toys 

• Avoid spreading blankets, clothing, or hoover contents over bushes—they can frighten a 
scared cat. 

• Do not leave food or litter boxes outside, as this attracts other animals and may scare 
your cat away. 

• Consider a humane trap with a blanket that smells like home and strong-smelling food 
(e.g., sardines). Always monitor the trap to avoid capturing other animals. 
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5. Conduct a Night Search 

• Cats are often more active at night. 
• Use a flashlight and call gently in a calm voice. 
• Night vision or wildlife cameras can help monitor the area for late-night returns. 

 

6. Set Up a Safe Haven 

• Create a small safe space near the surgery: 
o Food and water 
o A secure hiding spot (cat carrier or box) 
o Leave the space open and check frequently 

 

7. Utilize Social Media 

• Share your story and cat’s photo on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and local community 
groups. 

• Encourage others to share your posts to widen your search network. 
• Post daily updates to keep your cat visible and people engaged. 

 

8. Stay Persistent and Positive 

• Many cats return after days or even weeks. 
• Avoid panicking and running around aimlessly; this can make you miss clues. 
• Seek professional advice rather than relying solely on friend or neighbour tips. 
• Plan your search logically: 

o Know your cat’s personality (timid or friendly) 
o Understand their usual territory and range 
o Note the last sighting and any unusual circumstances 

 

9. Avoid Common Mistakes 

• Do not scatter hoover contents, blankets, or clothing outside—they can frighten a scared 
cat. 

• Avoid leaving food out constantly; it may attract other cats or foxes. 
• Do not leave litter boxes outside; there is no proof they attract cats back home. 
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• Recognize that each cat behaves differently: house cats, outdoor cats, timid cats, and bold 
cats all require tailored strategies. 

 

10. Start Searching Immediately 

• The quicker you start searching, the higher the chance of recovery. 
• If unsure how to begin, consult professionals such as: 

o The Cat Company 

 

Conclusion 

Losing your cat outside a vet surgery can feel overwhelming, but a calm, organised, and 
persistent approach increases the chances of a safe return. Stay vigilant, communicate with the 
vet and local residents, and use social media and posters strategically. Patience, persistence, and 
logic are key so never give up. Your cat is out there, and with careful planning, you can bring 
them back home safely. 

 

 
 

 

 

Has Your Cat Gotten into a Van? 
If you suspect that your curious cat has snuck into a delivery or work van, acting quickly is 
essential to increase the chances of a safe reunion. Follow these steps to locate your cat 
efficiently. 

 

1. Act Quickly 

• Time is critical. The sooner you act, the higher the chance of finding your cat. 
• Try to determine the van’s route; your cat could jump out at any location along the way. 
• Note any details about when and where your cat may have entered the van. 

https://www.thecatcompany.co.uk/
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2. Contact the Delivery Company 

Identify the Van 

• Look for the company logo, markings, or any identifying features on the vehicle. 
• Gather as much information as possible about timing, location, and the purpose of the 

delivery. 

Call the Company 

• Provide a detailed description of your cat: breed, markings, collar, and any distinctive 
features. 

• Ask for the route the van took and all stops it made. 

Be Persistent 

• Follow up regularly and emphasize the urgency. 
• Leave your contact details and request that the driver contact you immediately if your cat 

is found. 
• Keep notes of all information received, including the van route and stops. 

 

3. Search the Area 

• Visit all roads and locations along the van’s route. 
• Focus on places where the van stopped, such as homes, businesses, or delivery points. 
• Leaflet and poster these areas to alert locals. 
• Check nearby businesses: Shops, warehouses, or offices may have seen your cat. Leave 

your contact info and email clear photos of your cat. 

 

4. Spread the Word 

Social Media 

• Post a clear photo of your cat with a “Missing Cat” alert. 
• Highlight your suspicion that your cat may have been in a van. 
• Include details of the areas where the cat could have exited. 

Flyers 

• Print flyers with your cat’s picture, description, and your contact details. 
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• Distribute them along the van’s route and in surrounding areas. 

 

By acting quickly, contacting the delivery company, searching the van route, and spreading the 
word through social media and flyers, you can greatly improve the chances of safely reuniting 
with your adventurous feline. 

 

Final Words 

If you’ve made it to the end of this book, it means you love your cat deeply and you’re doing 
everything you can to bring them home. Losing a cat is frightening and emotional, and no one 
should have to go through it alone. That’s why I created this guide to give you clear steps, steady 
support, and a bit of comfort during a really tough time. 

 The Cat Company have seen so many happy reunions, and they always remind me how clever, 
resilient, and determined cats can be. So never give up hope. 

But I also know that not every story ends the way we wish it would. Sadly, some cats are never 
found, and their families never get the answers they long for. It’s a heartbreaking truth, and one I 
don’t shy away from. Even so, every search matters, every effort counts, and every cat deserves 
to be looked for with love. 

If the advice in these pages helps even one person find their missing cat, then writing this book 
has been worth it. Keep going, trust your instincts, and remember that your cat is lucky to have 
someone who cares as much as you do. 

Wishing you all the best,  

Leisa 

The Cat Company  
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